“cal prisoners”
* countries, including Chile.

A Green
Light for

_The Junta?

By Tom Wicker

Ana de Los Anoeles Gonzales Gon-

. .zales.is an. 1ndom1table Chilean woman -
.. whose husband, two sons and pregnant
daughter—m law. have- disappeared into
. -the ‘murky depths of .the repression
.. bracticed by General Pinochet’s ruling
- junta, To her demands for news _.of
. their.whereabouts, the junta’s answer
- 18 always the same: They are not under
.. arrest, there is no order for their ar-
-.rest and none for their detention. -

Gabriela” ‘Bravo’s husband, formerly
a Socialist deputy, was seen being ar-

" rested by “40 Government agents over"
“two years ago in downtown Santiago.
" Since* then, the only word of him has

been from a released political prisoner,

_who had seen him being tortured and

beaten

The. husbaﬁd of Ulda Ortiz Alvarido,
a trade union leader, has simply disap-
peared; althouOh he is known to have

- been-arrested by ‘the ]unta more than

three years ago.
- These ‘three women have been re-

‘_cently ‘in the United States, telling
_their stories in Washington, at the
~ United Natlons to anyone -who will
_listen. What wrll happen to them when
~ they return to Chile, as they intend to

do, remains to be seen; but their per-

sonal anguish lends reality to the con-

. tinujng tragedy of Chile under the
: Pmochet reglme

That: angulsh is in ironic counter-

_point -to the testimony of Mark L.

Se¥yneider,-a. Deputy Assistant Secre-

>+tary of State, who told a House sub-
- oummitiee this week that the Carter
" Administration’s. human rights policy

had led to the release of “some’ politi-
in more than a dozen

The Chllean women'’s experiences
also underhned a study by a special

. U.N.. committee, which reported this
"week that harassment, arrests, torture
and other v1olat10ns of human rights
_ were contmumg in that unhappy coun-
,.try, but on a somewhat reduced scale.

- The three women and their missing

- husbands and: kin are also a living re-
. proach to General Pinochet’s most re-
“«cent:defiance of the U.N. This followed
@ hunger.strike in Santiago last June
“ by 26 relatives of persons who had
< disappeared sin° Chile. The strike ended

only when General Pinochet agreed to

i provide Secretary General Kurt Wald-
~heim with information on the strikers’
4 -‘relatlves thhm 90 .days.

The “mformatron” provided on Sept.

© 23 was this, statement (roughly trans-
“Jated): “The persons whose. alleged dis-
. -appearance. is denounced are not pres-
. ently under detention by any_security -
;._'organlsm m the. terrrtory ‘of the ‘Re- .
. public.” ThlS bland claim was; ‘made in
. the face of’ countless documents from
- witnesses “testifying to the arrest of
the “disappeared” persons.

In fact, Amnesty International has

.documented the. disappearance of more
than 1,500 people in Chile, The Vicari-
~ ate of Solidarity of the Roman Catho-

lic Church in Santiago claims to have

‘‘airtight evidence—the testimony of at

! least two witnesses—for the arrest or

" detention*‘of .each:06f 568 persons by

* the junta;“and good evidence— one

“ witness édach—for the armst ‘or deten-
‘tion ‘of 1,200 more. -

.The U.N. commtttee report pomted

_out however _that the “disappeared”
. person_tactic is not being used so

much anymore; mstead more people

are bemg arrested and held for 48

hours; tortured beaten and scared out

. of whatever they were doing to annoy
_._’or threaten ‘the junta: Enough of the

persons so ‘intimidated are now among

. the one million Chiléans in exile (about -
) tenth of the populatlon) for word of

e the new tactlc to get about

v

The commlttee also reported evi-

| dence that violations: of human rights
Were"beco,rning,-,i-n_stituti.onalized under
' General :Rinochet; ‘but. the short-term
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. arrest tactic-is. further evidence of the

junta’s flexibility in, repression.. After

Terence .A:. Todman,: the Assistant Sec-
“.retary. of State for. Inter- American Af-
 fairs,  visited Chile in August, for
A example the junta announced the. dis-
.-solution of. DINA, the dreaded securlty-
- police. But Eugenio Velasco, a. lawyer
~and diplomat -expelled from Chile in

1976, -has: pointed out in an article in

. 'The New.. York Times that the law
estabhshmg DINA’s replacement, the

-National Information Center, was al-
- most a.replica of the law that-had
3 estabhshed DINA. -

That plece of duphcqty may have '
been™in “Mr: '
_ reportedly -promised -the three Chilean |
-~ women this week that .the United |
. States would ‘support whatever steps
! Secretary General Waldheim: may take:
. in response.{o. General Pinochet’s con-
- temptuous “report” of Sept. 23. U.N. .
~sources say Mr. Waldheim is ‘consider-
. ing another effort:to send a U.N. mis-
.. sion to Chile to investigate the human
, rights situation ‘there. The junta has
. never yet allowed such a mission to
enter the country, but if Washington
~put on the pressure this time, that
- might make a difference. :

.....

If, however, Mr. Waldheim the U.S.

~and the international | human rights
 movement do nothing more. than de-
. nounce the junta’s Sept. 23 statement,
» they will give General Pinochet a -
‘green light for more repression.

PHILADELPHIA—We are no longer

- parents of children who attend public
~schools.

~ Indeed, we have been glibly telling
-our friends this month that this prom-

ises to be a banner year for interesting

dinner tables at our house. The battle

with manners and the turbulent onset
of adolescence have been replaced by

“the visage of our non-Roman Catholic

Lucy crossing herself while her brother

- Marshall tells how moving he has

found silent meetlng at his Quaker
- school.

While it’s had its hilarious moments
our children’s Mass and Meeting has
been more painful than interesting.

Their two new situations represent for

us the discarding of embattled convic-
tions hard won and long held. Public,
urban education was one of our values.

It was what we thought about our

children’s education.
Our response to the social disarray

cof the sixties had been to pledge our-

" Education

of an . unfortunate and presumably &
preventable error, however, is the con- -

- serve. SRR FH
A physician who puts in 60 to 80 :

- a practice limited largely to the elderly
-may be a compassionate, overworked
humanitarian or, alternately, he may .
~be the crassest: money—monger. Both °
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hen Tron-Clad Conviction Rusts Out

selves and our children to a life far
less isolated than that we’d known as

rural and suburban children., If the

next generation was to be able to cope

with themselves and their problems, it

would be a lot easier if they knew each
other, our reasoning went.

Talk about poverty — our children
would know it, feel it, live with it.
Talk about most any race or religion—
it was down the street from where
they lived. Talk about learning — our

“children would learn firsthand the skill
of survival. While this particular skill
_often translated into the ability to get

to school with one’s lunch still intact,

we nonetheless espoused that as a

worthy daily goal.

In the meantime, we became very_
vrszble parents at each of their schools _

A Plea for a Cure

N

By .'Ricfhaf d M. Réstak”j

Reoently, the Secretary of Hearlth
and  Welfare,
Califano, apologized to. 446 United

| States phys101ans erroneously identi-
fied earlier as havmg received in 1975
more than: $100,000 from Medicare; “I
regret any inconvenience to physrc1azns
| whose records were incorrectly re-
_ported in our original list.”

More important than the admlsswn

fusion that still surrounds the purpose
such 1dent1f1cat1on was 1ntended to

hours a week in a ghetto clinic or in"

individuals are likely to appear among

.physicians listed as' collecting more.

- than $100,000 a year from Medicare.

- The crucial question is, how can a list -
~of earnings alone help the rest of us
distinguish. the” dedicated practltaoner

: from the rip-off artlst°

Earned-income figures
performed? Who performed

son to doubt that the Medicare billings

‘were legitimate? These are only a few
in a long series of important questions

that the public has a right to have .

answered. Little light can be shed on

_‘these questions by the release of raw

income figures alone without at least
some explanation of what they mean.

- Stated at its simplest, the official

H.E.W. position in releasing the figures

| seems fo have been that since physi-

cians treating Medicare. patrents are

- pald ‘with public funds, their incomes’

- force doesn’t necessarlly eliminate the

- should be on the public record. It’s dif-

_ ficult to reasonably disagree with such
" a proposition. But as with many issues

. in a civilized society, the spirit: of

the law is often almost as important -
as-the letter, or, to put it another way,

need. for diplomacy. ,
Along with the income flgures--—the

“wcorrect figures, of course—it might
_have been thoughtful to remind the

rest of ‘us that, Just as we’re trusting
people over 30 again, we might also
at least entertain the possibility that
anyone with earnings in six ﬁgures
isn’t necessarrlly a crook.

Medicare and Medicaid are ap-

-parently fraught with abuses, and the

Secretary is to be commended for his

~sincere attempts to do something

vl oseph '

, z'n the ab-
sence of other supportive data, are:
_simply . meaningless.
- were
_them? Were the services and the-
charges appropriate? Is there.any rea- .

What _services |

-Richard M lRestak, M.D.,
- “Premeditated Man: Bioethics and the

about them. But hsts of phys1cran 1n-'

comes seem an inadequate and unfair

way of accomplishing the goal of |
ellrnmatlng abuses. This is particularly
- true since there is reason to believe
© ‘some physicians have been personally
“harmed by the release of erroneous

mformatron.

But there are reasons other than
the regrettable errors, why the re- |

lease of income mformatron, without
_some cautionary eXpla,natlon was un-

fortunate. Personal income involves |
some very complicated social issues

about who does what in our society
and what they should be paid for doing

it Is $100,000 a year excessive for a
heart surgeon compared—to take an

example not -entirely - arb\ rary—to.
lawyer?

. Such questions are not easy to answer,

* 'involving as they do comphcated value

$500,000 for a corporation!

Judgments

In add1t1on 1t seems reasonable to |

‘assume~that Mr. Califano, whose au-

thority on health care renders him, |
-at least in a. sense, ‘the Ultimate
‘should be interested in -

/ ‘Physician,
seekmg “cooperation, not confronta-

tion, 'in- dealings W1th the natlon S
physmans.

Earlier this year in a provocatrve
and, I am told by a spec1a1 assistant .
“unauthorized”

to the - President,
speech to the Amencan Medical As-

sociation, Secretary Califano presented
the nation’s doctors with a “with you
or without you” choice that alienated
even some of the most progressive and

socially responsrble

After the speech one doctor hu-

morously quipped that the proper
response by the medical Establishment

‘might be to award Mr. Califano an
honorary M.D. degree and hope for

~the best. A perhaps more insightful

colleague suggested that the same pur- ‘
pose could be served by having the

'~ Secretary spending a few afternoons

one week watching how a Medlca.re )
~ clinic actually works. -

Even putting the best face on 1t
however, Secretary Califano’s actrons
have contributed to an already super-
charged atmosphere of mutual distrust

and/ suspicion toward each other’s
‘motives on'\the parts of physicians

“and Government health: officials. This

‘comes at ‘a particularly unfortunate
‘time, “considering the difficult days

that lie ahead when both groups and,

one hopes, the public as well, will be .

required to work .together toward

fashioning a model health-care system

that will work for us all

is author of

Control of Future Ruman Life.”

formed that the city schools couldn’t

_.'_By Donnan B. Runkel

We built a playground; volunteered to
tutor, raise money, give away books,
recruit teachers, organize career days,

run for the school hoard. Urban educa-
. tion became an identity for us, And -

we were pretty smug about it.
The cocktail circuit became a chal-

_lenge, for there was invariably a ripple

about the latest act of violence at a

city school. Or had we heard that an-
other couple had had to withdraw their

children because they had been in-

meet their special needs?

Conviction! We were unalterably
convinced that our children would
ultimately be far more special than
any others because of experiences they

" were amassmg in everyday school

life.

While we celebrated our convrctrons
however, some subtle and alarming
changes were taking -place in our

~children. Their foremost challenge each

day was not the math test or remem-
bering lines for a play—it was getting
to school safely and returning home
each day, their personal flank in order.
School for them was not a place of
happy relationships (except with teach-

-ers), but a place of threats, perceived

or real. They were the “rich’ kids, a
fact we had difficulty fathoming.

So, upon moving to a new city, we
exercised an option we’d eschewed for
so long by entering them in schools

‘that were close at ‘hand (no more bus-

stop problems), had reasonably small

A3l

communities, and appeared to have
decent educational programs. Our
seventh-grader got the Quaker school
because two Quaker school tuitians,
for many long years, seemed to threat-
en our slim hold on economic viability.
And the local parish school was two
blocks away, while the public schosl
was three neighborhoods away.
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-While both their schools have some -

of the same demographics as their
previous ones, their attitudes toward

them are enormously different. They

like going. They have friends. They do
not worry about being safe.

We feel bad that not everyone can
buy our peace of mind about their
safety. And feel worse about our eroded
conviction. And lost identity. |

Donnan B. Runkel describes herSelf as

““an organizer.” At this moment, she’s

organizing the Pennsylvania Governor’s

Conference on Ltbrartes and Informa-
tion Services. ' 3

—_—

- ; Energy-sa Vmg transportatlon is
~ apart of Santa Fe's progressive

v

Energy-saving transportation and energy-producing resources are
_plus factors contrlbutmg to the strength and growth of the Santa Fe.
e Piggy-Back rail service is settmg all-time records and unit
- trainloads of coal are increasing.in number to meet the needs for

 operation and we do more~
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_fuel saving methods of transportation. . .
 Ourenergy-producing resources group are pumpmg over
- 45,000 barrels of oil a day and over 400 million tons of coal is
~ being developed in New Mexico. |
- Santa Fe is doing all of this p/us operating a busy truck line,
pipelines, lumber production, land development and construction.

o For mformatlon about Santa Fe ral/ serwce m New York, call:

M. M. Benya
Manager-Sales & Service

M. Govic |
District Sales Manager

330 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017« Phone: (212) 953-1320
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\ o Piggy-Back is fast,

also.
an important fuel-savmg service
~_made possible through
energy-efﬁcrent rail operatlons.
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