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A Green
Light for
The Junta?

By Tom Wicker

Ana de Los Angeles Gonzales Gon-
zales is an indomitable Chilean woman
whose husband, two sons and pregnant
daughter-in-law have disappeared into
the murky depths of the repression
practiced by General Pinochet's ruling
junta. To her demands for news of
their whereabouts, the junta’s answer
is always the same: They are not under
.arrest, there is no order for their ar-
rest and none for their detention.

Gabriela Bravo's husband, formerly
a Socialist deputy, was seen being ar-
rested by 40 Government agents over
two years ago in downtown Santiago.
Since then. the only word of him has
been from a released political prisoner,
who had seen him being tortured and
heaten.

The husband of Ulda Ortiz Alvarido,
3 trade union leader. has simply disap-
peared. although he is known to have
been arrested by the junta more than
three years ago.

These three women have been re-
cently in the United States, telling
their stories in Washington, at the
United Nations, to anyone who will
listen, What will happen to them when
they return to Chile, as they intend to
do, remains to be seen; but their per-
sonal anguish lends reality to the con-
tinuing tragedy of Chile under the
Pinochet regime.

That anguish is in ironic counter-
point to the testimony of Mark L.
Schneider, -a Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of State. who told a House sub-
‘committee this week that the Carter

- Administration's human rights policy

had led to the release of “some politi-
‘cal prisoners” ‘in more than a dozen
countries. including Chile.

The Chilean women’s experiences
also underlined a study by a special
U.N. committee. which reported this
week that harassment arrests. torture
and other violations of human rights
.were continving in that unhappy coun-
trv, hul on a somewhat reduced scale.

The three women and their missing
hushends and kin are aleo a living re-
proach to General Pinochet's most re-
cent defiance of the U.N. This followed
a huneer strike in Santizgo last June
hw 26 relatives of persons who had
disanpeared in Chile. The strike ended
anlv when General Pinochel anreed fo
provide Secretary General Kurt Wald-
heim with information on the sirikers’
relatives within 90 davs.

The “information”™ prosded on Sepl,
23 wax this statement {rovehlv trans..
lated): “The nersans whaose alleaed dis-
apoearance is dennunced are not pres-
ently under detention hyv any security
organism in the territorv of the Re-
public.” This bland claim was made in
the face of countless decuments from
witnesses testifvine to the arrest of
the “disappeared” persons,

In fact. Amnesty -Internationz] hes
documented the disapnearance of more
than 1.500 people in Chile. The Vicari-
ate of Solidarity of the Roman Catho-
lic Church in Santiago claims to have
airtight evidence—the testimony of at
Teast Llwo witnesses—for the arrest or
detention of each of 568 persons by
the junta, and good evidence —one
witness each—for the arrest or deten-
tion of 1,200 more.

The U.N. commitice report pointed
out, however, that the “disappeared”
person tactic is not bheing used so
much anymore: instead, more people
are being arrested ~nd held for 48
hours. tertured, heaton and scared out
of whatever they were doing to annoy
or threaten the junta. Enough of the
persons so intimidated are now among
the one million Chileans in exile (about
a tenth of the pepulation) for word of
the new factic lo get ahout,

The commillee also reported evi-
dence that violations of human rights
were bzcoming institutionalized vnder
General Pinochet; hut the short-term

arrest tastic is furiher evidence of the
junta's flexibility in repres<ion, After
Terence A. Todman. the Assistant Sec-
retary of Stale for Inter-American Af-
fairs, visited Chile in Augusl, for
example. the junta ennounced the dis-
solution of DINA, the dreaded security
police. But Eugenio Velasco, a lawyer
and diplomat expelled from Chile in
1976, has pointed out in an article in
The New York Times that the law
establishing DINA’s replacement, the
National Information Center, was al-
most a replica of the law that had
established DINA.

That piece of duplicity may have
been in Mr. Todman’s mind when he
reportedly promised the three Chilean
women this week that the United
States wouid support whatever steps
Secretarv General Waldheim may take
in response to General Pincchet's cen-
temptuous “report” of Sepl. 23, U.N.
sources say Mr., Waldheim is consider-
ing another effort to send a U.N. ris-
sion to Chile to investigate the human
rights situation there. The junta has
never yvet allowed such = mission to
enter the country, but if Washington
put on the pressure this time, that
might maike a differense.

If, however, Mr. Weldheim, *h» U.S.
and the intzrnationzl bures richis
movemeni do nothine mcore then de-
nounce the junta’s Sept, 235 statement,
they will give Gienzeal Pinochet a
green lizht for more repression.
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