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T deeply vegroet to we unable to attend the Tribunal'ls first session
due to other commi bmen®s T have, also relatod to Chile. I will be engl
ged. in a fwo-month spesking throughout the United States, in which the
two main okjecbiven ares 1)fundwraiming and  2) educating and raising
the level of conselousness of the Northamerican people with rogard o
what roslly happencd in Chilc: its meaning, implications, and the future
tasks of worla~solidaritys

Even thouch I'll Do abzent for the Mawrch 31at meating. I would like
to briefly stress a fow points gathered from my personal expericnce,
before and aftecr thce coupe. :

Pipst of all I want to point oudb Presidont Allende's personal TS
pulsion for violenco and his peace~loving nature. Throughoutb his threc
yeanrs of government I had seldom, scen & country where frecdom and deind
eracy were more highly practiced and respected. There might have been
certain errors as far asb tho cconomic politic was concerned but the
Bopular Unity toverament ruled within the framework of the Law and the
Congtitution and its gonls and alms WOTC noblce

It is a fact that 1its suppoxrt was growing and that the workers did
foecl that they were actually represcnted by their Covernment. A proof
of this was the March Parlamentary Flections where the Popular Unity
Coalition increascd its percentage to 44%. This was the last "legal!
card that the rightists and their foreign allics played. Sinoce they
failed to obtain the 2/3 nogessary to. legally depose the Presidente
After this they realized that the only way to overthrow the legally=
elected Government was through violonce. Prom July on they started an
intense campaign of torrorism, sabotage and financed strikes to oreate
chaos in the countiye Mhe outcome wWas Septomber ll. '

There may be critical judgements o¥ disagreements with regard to the
chilcan revolutionary process bub what cannot, by any means, be justi
fied is the brutali bty horror and violence unleashed by the Junta to
gsuppress it. They aseassinated president Allendoe and they assapinated
Damocracy. They have violated all the basic hunan rights and civil
libertics.

T could go on reporting on many cnses of persecution, torture and
murder that took placc during the taree months I was thercey af ter the
coupy until I was dcclared "persona non grata! and expelled, for hel
ping hundreds of pefugces; but I understand that many of the victims
will bhe present whose tegtimony will be moxe clogucnte

1 firmly belicve that the main task of the Tribunal and of all the
groups and indivi-uals who oppose fagoisn ig to channel our cnergies
inorder to provids A more officient and 2 atronger gupport movement
for the chilean people in their struggle for 1iberation, and GO condemn
the Juntae. To this end I consider the following lines of action very
importants



1)

Distribute informibion about the truth in Chile today. Keep the 18

sue alive through rallies, mass necblngs, demonstrations, articlos,otce.

2)

3)

Raisgc Tunds

Press the Covernwonts to stop cccnomic and military aid to the
Junta.

Fngage in a wide campalen to frec political prisoncrs in Chile
Press the Junta for safeconducts fox the political leaders that
remain in the different Bubassics '

Incourage the boycott of arms sent to the Juniaj (Longshoreman's

Unions, etc.)

Knowing the long democratic tradition of the chilean people and
the long heritage or organized gtruggle and high political cong
ciousness of the working class, L anm certain that they will prove
victorious in their strugsle against fascisi. !

Wow Ybrk, 7th of March 1974
Harald Bdelstam
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