Alec Kitson, Great Britain

- Mr, ehaiﬁaaa, First of all, let me correct you, MNr. Chairman,

I am not a Member of Parlisment and have ne desires to be one.

I am here at this inquiry representing the Chile Solidarity Cotw
mittee of Great Britedn, I am also an executive officer of the
Transport and General Workers® Umdon in Grest Britain whoe have
twe .million wembers, And, of course, 1 am @ member of the National
Executive Committoe of the British Lobour Party. And X ualenﬁe
this oppeetunity to come to this inquirg to uake various points

of vﬁw as to how we see the situstion in Chile with regard to

the trade union movement. I was one of the vury, very few ariti»h

_tradQ;uianista who had the opportunity to visit chile during the

Allende regime, In fact I was in Chile five months befare the
coup and I had the opportunity at that time to have discussions
with CUT who were being given the opportunity to play an isme
portant part in the building up of the eeuauﬂ* of the country undar

the Allende regime. And it is from that point of view that 1

view the situation in Chile teday and it is from that point of

view alse, I think, I should be allowed to make a few proposals

85 di& Comrade Shalayev before we ss to how we can assist the
cmx#em trade union movement to re-establish its democratie

rights on behalf of the workers that it represents. The repression
as taking place against the Chilesn trade union movement is second
to none in the world. And I think it would be true to ssy that

the film that Jonathan Dimbleby showed us yesterday gave us a
piaturé of what ls actually heppening to the Chilean trade union

movement under Pinochet. And there is no doubt that the cﬁil&}gn

trade union wovement as a free collective bargaining orgenization
on behalf of the workers has no rights whatscever. In fact 3;§atban'
inbleby told me persenally thet so far as the CUT movement was
concerned that the one thing that they feslly needed at this time
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was financial assistance. They did not have the Pinances to

carry out the taske that are so abvious on behalf of the werkers
that they represent, And it is From that point of view that we
~see the real suppression that is taking plece under this fascist
regiwe that has been set up in Chile. And it is from thet point

- of view that we must study what can be done to assist iu changing
that the mpm-mim is terrible. We have secen in the ﬂ-h what
happened bo the consbruction workers, the bextile workers and

all the other workers in Chilécduring the course of the lest four
years. And we also knew that s¥ter that Fils had been made that
people who had participeted in the film openly were arrested and
were banished to the countryside. Certainly since becouse of

trade union world opinion the effort to relesse then and allow
them to come back. But as I understand there are some of the
loaders who did come back to the main centres in Chile can/back of -
their awn volition and suggested that they éhould be arrested
again. Now thst to me s real guts, that to me is somothing that
we should welcome and we should appreciate, the fate that hes
been put up by the Chilean trade unionists that try to re-establish
their rights, their democratic rights as trade unionists. And the
file again portrayed the poverty that le going on in Chile. And
that peverty ie more sllfed to working-class people, to trade
unioniste than it is to enybody. And if the trade enion movesent
could have ite rights re-sstablished I am sure that semething
could be done to improve that sibtustion., We bhad one of our unions
in Oreat Britain send a delegation to chile and Belivia. One of the
participons is here at this inquiry, Ted MeCay, and he gave us

a report on what wes heppening within the trade union wovement ‘
in Chile. And the trade union wovesent officielly is clendestine.
They had to meet trade unionists in churches, in chapels, in places
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at the end of the day would never be something that we could

accept in the Western world, And that is the suppression that is
going on. ﬁné also of course they wet ﬁtﬁav_peapze as well in the
countryside like again the film did portray to ue thabrnn&an that

I am pressing for the importance of the film is because I think .'
that it should be shown wiéély aﬁtsidk;v?'&hila'ta ensure th&t the
world at large appreciates and réalizﬁa the suppression that is

~ going on against the wjority of the people in that-gwuﬂivy. And I
welcomed the report that was made by the Natiomal Union of iine
workers because in my own country, in Creat Britdn, I travelled widely
and discussed this report, I travelled with Corvalan, I travelled with
Madom Allende and other Chilean refugees throughout Britain when
we wnra portraying that.éapart and trying to get the maaaage over

to the ordinary working people of what actually was happening

to tﬁadqbnienista and workers in thet country,

Wedl Chairnman, 1 agree with evarything that Comrade Shalayev
has said and I agree with his proposals excepting one and that one
is that we should isolate Chile diplomatically, Well, as a member
of the National Executive Committee of the Labour Party we
pressurized the Fereign S¢araﬁaryland the Prime Minister Jim
callagan that something should be done to lower the tone of our
pepresentation in Chile after the ineidence of Shelas Cassidy.,
hnd-shwila'essstﬂy raﬁa?%aéiwiﬂﬁly when sha‘@ama-baak from Chile
on what actually had happened. And I am pleased to say hat the
representations that we made at that time resulted in the with~
drowal of the British ambassador, 3¢ the status of the British
ggvarnmant in Chile has been reduced graa#ly. And the reason, I eee,
we should not withdraw diplomatic represent@dion mmmzy/ iF we
had not have had embassies in Chilean Santiego these last four
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years there would have been difficulties. What is about the
people that the Swedes have taken, what is is atwt the people that
the Itallans have teken, what's sbout the people that Cubans have
taken. Mo embassies, no contacte, And 1 think, it is important,
let's reduce them, let's reduce tha'rnpreuantatlnn; of the status
nf'anhasaaﬁur but let's make nurn'at the end of the day that we
still have avenues, we still have roads for the people who want
assistance and help. And itis énly on that point, dear friaﬁd,
that I would disagree with the whole of yeur statement as is on
the fact of diplematic representation. Huw_nauld 1 make this
nthfr point,and it 1s this, That the trade union movement, .in the
.wp(d, whother it be divided or wheter it be united, is the
strongest element that we have got in the working class' hands.
And it's through this movement that we can bring pressure te bear
on any goverament. Whether it be the Chilean government, the
Russian government, the British government or any other govern-
ment. The trade union movement has all the the strength that is
necessary tn bring pressure to bear on uhnnga And we have the
two wlnga. the ICFTU ond the WFTU. And ghe two erganizations, I
thin&, have common pnliny on chile. They agree, I think, without
any differences that we should restore democracy to Chile, And I
would uppni to the people here who may wot be active trade
unjonists but they are trade uniﬁninta, I hope, that-thay ge back
go their respective countries, thww back b the respective
tfadp union centres snd they make the appeal that we must have
a united Front to ensure that we have not got Lo wait the forly
years that the Spanish workers had to wait te gain their freedom,
we have got the way of qpununieatiun. we have got the way ©o deal
with this economically, And that the sooner that we put that into
operation, the sconer the Chileans will get their Preedom; the
chileans that are in exile will be able to return and have demo-
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cratie rights in their couniry, And I uauld appcal in particular,
you don't want te pick and choese who should do what. But if 3
i | éalkad about the western world I would appeal to ay Aneriean
trade union friends, and I have many in Ameriea, that they can
bring pressure to bear. IF Carter is a man thet is trué ko his
words in human rights than he will essist thew. But they can bring
pressure to bear thveugh the trade union:mavemant in Aﬂarica '
'alang with the trade union movement in Western Europe to ensuie
that whan we call for baycotts, when we call for preesures bo be

 broughtt tu bear that they will sesist us, With that help, I am

sure, we will be able to give, as I said already, that return
to the freedom that we are fTighting for. o
Finally,%lb.chairaan, 1 would say te the Commission that this
has benn'an-experience for me, as a trade unionist, liaténing to
~evidence that 5aa been submitted by erdinary peeple in a world
tﬁat is supposed to be‘humén. It has been touching to me, ang
I am sure bte many people in this hall, end so far as we are cone .
eernéd in the British trade union wovement and in the British
labour movement, we will continue to fight and assist this
commission and all 1ts work and its expoaures which are
necessary, highly necessary, if we are geing to win this battle.,
The Commission is important, but I think that it's good to ox-
tend itself to moake supe thai peiple outside of the Commission
itself uﬁﬂer@tnnd the work. And you can take this from me, so
far ns I am personally concerned, that when I go back to Great
Britain that I will take the opportunity of everything that I
have learned at this inquiry to-spngad that news, to spread
thﬁt"mﬁaaage and te try and gain nore support and Further support
~ for the Commission on the Inquyly that is going hon here. Thank
yoé very much, Mr, Chairman. ik '



